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Sunny: High 52, Low 36 


‘Mom, 
are we 


going 
to die?’ 
Human error blamed 


as Hawaii panics after 
false missile warning 


Amy B Wang, Dan Lamothe 
and Greg Miller 
WASHINGTON POST 


For 38 harrowing minutes, 
residents and tourists in Hawaii 
were left to believe that missiles 
were streaming across the sky 
toward the Pacific island chain 
after an erroneous alert Saturday 
morning by the state’s emergency 
management agency. 

“Ballistic missile threat in- 
bound to Hawaii,” warned an 
8:07 a.m. all-capital-letters mes- 
sage transmitted across the state’s 
cellphone networks. “Seek imme- 
diate shelter. This is not a drill.” 

Only after an inexplicable de- 
lay by the state agency — during 
which residents scrambled to 
seek shelter and contact relatives 
— was a subsequent message sent 
describing the missile warning as 
a “false alarm.” 

The frightening mistake, which 
Gov. David Ige, D, later attributed 
to a state employee’s errant push 
of a button, prompted outrage 
and calls for an investigation into 
how such an error could occur 
and take so long to correct. The 
episode underscored the already 
heightened level of anxiety at the 
western edge of the United States 
amid mounting tensions with 


“How can that happen? How 
can you allow that to happen? 
There’s just an anger that 
goes with it. Even now, Pm 
shaken that it happened. You 
20 from thinking you might 
die to this.” 


A Navy sailor stationed in Hawaii 


North Korea over its nuclear arse- 
nal and the menacing social me- 
dia exchanges between President 
Donald Trump and its leader, Kim 
Jong Un. 

On the island of Oahu, Adam 
Kurtz of Palolo woke up four min- 
utes after the mass alert was sent 
and began calculating how much 
time he and his wife might have 
to get to safety — assuming there 
could be no more than 15 minutes 
between the warning and any 
missile’s arrival. 

Kurtz said that he and his wife 
grabbed the pets, shut the win- 
dows and sheltered in their bath- 
room. “We just jumped out of bed. 
.. We were more clearheaded 
than we expected and didn’t panic 
as much,” he said. “It never really 
sank in.” 

Kurtz said he learned that the 
alert was false from a friend who 

Hawaii continues on A12 


ENERGY 


MAJOR MOVE 
IN W. TEXAS 


Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle 


A drill rig sits on a pad site at a Chevron drilling and fracturing site in Midland. Major 
oil companies have plans to drill thousands of wells in the Permian Basin. 


By David Hunn 


IDLAND — Jim 

Purvis started 

in the oil field 

digging ditches, 
sold his first prospect at 21, 
and then, in cowboy hat, 
bolo tie and double-pocket 
shirt, spent the next 60 years 
roaming the expanse of desert 
known as the Permian Ba- 
sin, hoping to find oil before 
someone else did. 

The company he founded, 
Purvis Operating Co., was 
among the small Texas wild- 
catters that took big risks 
for big rewards, relying on 
instinct and experience, as 


Late to the 
Permian boom, 
Big Oil is making 
up for lost time 


much as science, to make the 
Permian what it is today, the 
center of U.S. oil production. 
But the future of Purvis Oper- 
ating is now uncertain. 

“Are we going out of busi- 
ness? No, sir, we're not,” said 
Purvis’ wife, Margaret, who 
took over the firm after his 
death in 2016. “Is it more dif- 
ficult with all these compa- 
nies in and paying lots of high 
prices? Yes.” 


The world’s biggest oil 
companies — the majors — 
have arrived in the Permian, 
where they are forever chang- 
ing how crude is produced 
in the nation’s most prolific 
shale play. With deep pock- 
ets, advanced technology and 
global reach, they are elbow- 
ing aside the old ways — full 
of Texas passion, intuition 
and guts — and replacing 
them with the cool efficiency 
of manufacturing. 

The majors have plans 
to drill thousands of wells, 
streamline operations, maxi- 
mize production and create 
what they call frac factories 

Wildcatter continues on A11 


Latino 
voters’ 
course 
unclear 


Dems seek gains after 
immigration backlash, 
but GOP is confident 


By Mike Ward 
and Kevin Diaz 


DALLAS — Josie Zamora, 44, 
born in Mexico and a legal resi- 
dent of Texas for nearly 15 years, 
says she can feel the building 
pressure. 

“You can feel it in the commu- 
nity,” she says in describing her 
Oak Cliff neighborhood, where 
many of the families are from the 
same small towns in Mexico. 

First was Donald Trump’s 
border wall, and the push from 
politicians to deport all immi- 
grants in the country illegally. 
Then came the passage in Aus- 
tin of a Texas ban on sanctuary 
cities and the calls to deport 
Dreamers, the young immi- 
grants who were brought into 
the United States illegally by 
their undocumented parents. 

Last week, when President 
Trump announced he was end- 
ing a protective amnesty pro- 
gram for about 200,000 Salva- 
dorans nationwide, Zamora said 
she just shook her head. 

“Were Trump’s punching 
bag,” said the office manager at 
a Dallas bookkeeping firm. “I 
try to ignore what he and a lot of 
his Republicans say. It makes me 
angry.” 

As Democrats look to make 
gains in Congress and mount a 
challenge to Gov. Greg Abbott 
this year, they shouldn’t count 
on a big Latino vote, despite the 
backlash to hardline policies 
and rhetoric of Trump and the 
GOP on immigrants. It’s more 
complicated than that. 

To succeed, they would have 
to translate that anger into a 
surge in Latino voter turnout 
— something Democrats have 
predicted for years, but has not 
materialized. Democrats would 
also need their predictions to 
come true that more Latino 

Latino continues on A8 


By the numbers 
40 percent 


Latinos in Texas registered 
to vote in 2016 


28 percent 


Registered Latino voters 
who cast a ballot in 2016 


30 percent 
Latino vote won by President 
Donald Trump nationwide in 2016 


44 percent 


Latino vote won by Gov. Greg 
Abbott statewide in 2014 


Addiction concerns 
grow, but some say 
this is nothing new 


By Dwight Silverman 


Anyone who doubts the power 


Mark Mulligan / Houston Chronicle 
Adan Abou-Sayed, left, and his brother, Joaquin, play with a 
Houston ISD-supplied language app in a smart tablet. 


that smartphones and tablets have 
over young minds should have a 
chat with Omar Abou-Sayed, who 
let his oldest child start playing 
witha tablet at age 3. 

“When the time came for a bath 
and it was time to take away the 
tablet, the almost physical trauma 


our child went through was so 
dramatic that we thought this had 
to be a manifestation of something 
unhealthy,” Abou-Sayed said. 

The reaction by the boy, who is 
now 6, made the CEO of Houston- 
based Advantek Waste Manage- 
ment Services rethink access to 
technology among the family’s 
three children. 

“Ttis vexing,” he said. 

Exposing young children to 
technology early was considered 
an important part of raising them 
in the 21st century, but a growing 
body of research — coupled with 


Is using smart tech bad for children? 


the real-world experiences of par- 
ents — is challenging that thinking. 
The compelling nature of the tech- 
nology appears to impact develop- 
ment at a critical time in children’s 
lives. Research shows that particu- 
larly young children benefit from 
as much face time — rather than 
FaceTime — with both adults and 
other children as communication 
skills develop. 

When kids who have unfettered 
access to smartphones or tablets 
should be bonding with family and 
friends, they’re often head-down 

Children continues on A13 
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